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The ſucceſs of the voyage of the Right 

' Honourable HENEZAGE' FINCH, Earlof // 
Winchelſea, Vicount Uſaidſtone, Baron Fit. Her 
bert of Eaſtwell,Lord of the Royal mannor of Me. 
Lord Lieutenant of the County of ens and City : 
of Canterbury, His Majeſtjes Ambaſſadour extraor- | 
dinary to the High & Mighty Prince Sultan Ia 
met Han, Emperour of Turkey, from Smyrna to 

Conſtantinople; His Arrival there, the manner of his 

Entertainment and Audience with the Grand Fi- 
zier and Grand Seignior. 


LONDON, 
Printed by 7. . in the year, 166t- 


el Narrative of the Succeſs of the 
voyage of bus Excellency the Lord 
Heneage Finch, from Smytna to 
Conſtantinople; bs arrival there, 
the manner of his entrance into Pera, 
and of bis audience with the Grand 
Vizier and Grand Seignior. 


N the fixt day of Fanuary, early in the morn- 
ing, returning aboard with our own Com- 
pany, and fix Merchants appointed by the 
Factory of Smyrna to attend- us; we ſet 
fail immediately with the wind at Eaſt, 

| having the Smyrna Factour and the Catch 

in our Company, which arrived with us on New years day. 

As ſoon as we had ſailed without the command of the Caſtle, 

it bec. ve totally calm, without the leaſt breez or breath of air, 

which enforced us to caſt our Anchour, and expect untill a fa- 

yourable or a brisker gale did preſent : The next day a flat- 

tering air from the ſhare at South-eaſt, perſwaded us to weigh 

our anchours, and ſet our ſails ;bur this continued no / longer 

chan it had brought us out of the Lands protection, and had 
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expoſed 


, ed, 


ſtrong gale we 
5 ing f e iand 
Ht yiene, we intende e ſhelter of that Land to 
brei . ras time of the following night; i Sing 
| lying a drift under her main courſe and fore-ſail . by the maſt, - 
58 ſtorm by degrees more Violengly * increaſed; chat by the 


1 be. 6f* Iſera lying South-taſt eight leagues from AMitplene, vas 
ſuppoſed by our Maſter s Ie act co ſpend the fury of the 
orded him a kinder entertainment 


up our ſprit- ſail and main courſe, ſteering 0 the T 

fland Ipſera the greater and the leffe, where keeping too hear 

aloof towards the ſhore, ve unfortunately ſtruck upon à rock, 
1 .which aſtoniſſied us all wich a ſtrange amaement; the poor 
Ship ſtruck five times, endeavouring to clear her ſelf from a 
totall wrack and mine, which all of us began to deſpair of; 
and ith caſt up eyes, and ſtretched out arms, thought now of 
no other but of oli laſt and final port: And yet in the midſt 
of this horrid conſternation and diſtreſſe, it pleaſed God, 
vho was our beſt Pilot, to —— from our rock, with 
' fome;though ( as we hope) with little dammage to out 9 * 
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e lo nümenldin and wonderfull; confidering ibi vio- 


lence of the ſtorm, the carere and weight of our Ship, as ought 
to make the 8. day of. Fannery for ever to be recorded by us 
to admiration, and anniverſary thankfulneſſe for God's provi- 
dence and protection: The Ship having thus depth of water 
in, and come into a place of ſome convenient anchourage, 
our firſt anchour not holding us, we let fall our ſheer anchour, 
the Smyrna Factour following us, The Catch being again ſe- 
parated by the night's tempeſt, came not to ancheur,and fearing 
that being not furniſhed with ſo good grdund- tackle as we, ſhe . 


- was not able to endure and ride out ſo. exceſſive a gale the 8. 
& 9 day & night the wind continued fill violent; the 


19 it be- 
gan to abate, ſo that we could ſend aſhore, and enjoy ſome kind 
of ſatisfaction, though detained with a contrary wind: The 
greateſt part of the 12. day proved with little wind, and the 
13. a calm, the 14. day between one and two of the clock in 
the ing, the wind ſprung out of the Weſt Southweſt 
with an eaſie gale, with which we weighed our anchour and put 
to the Sea, the wind fill continuing fa vourable and gentle; 
and the 15. early we came to the Ifland of Tenedes, and ſoon 
after entring the Helleſpont, paſiing the new Caſtles, from thar 
on the Afian fide came off a boat ſent by the Captain of the 
Caſtle, ſignify ing the day before that he had received advice 
from the Vixier that we were ſuddenly to arri w, and that both 
for our. ſelves and Ships that accompanied us, free paſſage 
ſhuld be given without any hinderance or moleſtation : pal- 
ſing further up the River about five leagues, being about three 
of: the clock in the afternoon of the ſame day, we came up to 


the Caſtles of Seſfos and Abydos: from the latter, being on 


the Natolian ſhore, came off a boat with a Janixarie and 
Dragerman, to welcome us with Letters from Sir Thomas 
Bendiſh, and to return with news of our ſafe arrival: The 


| night following, and likewiſe the 16. day continued there a 


gentle and fayourable gale ; ſo that paſſing the Iſland of Mar- 


mora (about noon of the ſame day) fcituate at the entrance of 
A 


the Propontick Sea, fomierly called Proceuneſus, we pleaſantly 


3 paſſed 
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3 the 27. day, being that day 


three moneths ſince we embarqued in the Nowns, We came to 
an anchor for ſome few hours near the ſeyen Towers, until ſuch 


time as Sir 7 homas Bendiſb could receive notice of out arri val. 
And thus giving time for that intelligence, the anchour was 
again weighed, and we ſtood in for the Port with a freſh gale, 
Notice being given, that the Grond Seignior was ſeated in a 
Summer-hauſe on the corner wall of che Seragi io: our Plaggs 


and Enfigns were diſplayed, our Guns and Waltcloths out; and 


being cppoſite to the point of the Scraglio, a Beſtangee, or 
one belonging to the Gardens of the Seraglio, came aboard 
to acqurint us, that che Grand Seigniors pleaſure was that we 
ſnauld rejoyce with Guns, (for that was his eapreſſion) after 
which were fired 6x Guns, and ſo came to an anchor on Topa- 
va fide, where we received Sir Thomas Bendiſh aboard, congra- 
tulating our ſafe arrival, Againſt next day things were pro- 
vided for our entrance, being the 18. day; and indeed with 
that handſome State and Equipage, that I believe none of his 
Predeceſſours, nor yet the Emperours Ambaſſadours, can boaſt 
of a more honourable, nor a more noble reception, The 
Grand Seignior (ent ſeveral of his officers to attend and re- 
ceivehimat his firſt landing; and the multitude of ps that 
flocked from all parts, madethe buſineſſe of more wonder 

expectation. Aſſoon ag we deſcended from the Ship into the 
boat deſigned to. carry us aſhore, the Ship fired 51. Guns, 


wit > ae » cacoco tk 


with that deliberation, and ſo leiſurely, as continued until his Nn 


landing; where being met by his own Seryants, the Merchants 
of the place, and thoſe brought with us from Smyrna; with 
the Officers of the Grand Seignior, my Lord's Horle beinz co- 
vered with a Crimſon velvet — loth richly laced; and bein 
mounted - thereupon, and his Lidie in the Goach, .we marched 
in this order, s 


1. The Vaivod of Gallafa au his men. 727 5 
2. The ¶ uptain of the Janixariet with his Janixaries. 
3. The Chouſe Baſhaw with hi Chouſes. e 


4. The 
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4. The Engliſh 7 ers, 

2 The E 4007 — and Mere hauts. 

6. My Lord's omn Fanzaries, 

7. The Draggermen. ; : 
8. My Lord himſelf with Paget and Footmen by his fide. 
9. Lord's Gentlemen. 

10, His Ladies Coach, and three other Coaches following 
with her women, made almoſt after the manner of Holland 
waggont. j : 

11, The Officers and Reformadoes of the ſhip. 


As we marched all the ſtreets were crowded with people,and 
he windows with ſpeRatours, as being unuſual in this Coun- 
to ſee a Chriſtian Ambafſadour attended with ſo many 
urkiſh Officers, The preſſe was alſo the more augmented, and 
he age obſtructed, by caſting 350. five ſoll, pieces, which 
y Lord commanded to be diſpoſed of amongſt the people, 
nd thus being arrived at his houſe at Pera, he was immediate- 
ſaluted by the Secretary of the ar Reſident, in behalf 
pf his Maſter; and ſoon after by the Secretary of che Exceileu- 
imo Ballarino, and Capello, who negotiate the affairs of the 
enetian Republique, and the next day by a meſſenger of the 
renth Ambaſſadours, and Dutch Agent. On that day the 
rand Svignior ſent him a preſent of ten ſheep, and fifty — 
hundred loa ves of bread, twenty ſugar loaves, twenty wax 
undles, a fayour extraordinary, not uſually conferred on any 
abafſladoar, On the 20. day of this moneth he had audience 
pf the Grand Yixity, and being attended thither with the 
ame folemnity as at his firſt entrance; onely that untill he 
ame unto — fide, He had not the attendance of 
ban Baſſa who met him on the other ſide of the water, and 
conducted him to his Vixiers pallace : At his firſt en- 
rance he was led in between two of his Sentlemen, very few 
f his retinue being ſuffered to follow him imd the preſence 
f the Vi xier, who ſate in # little room ion Cuſhions and 


Nis feet covered, a fire in the rom, and upon a Sapha were ſe- 


veral 
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verall Baſhaws and C hauſos ſtanding by him: Two Crimſonlif- 
Velvet ſtools were fetched out; one for my Lord, and chę other 
for Sir Thomas Bend iſp, on which being ſate, he preſented the 


To which he replied, that he would ha ve a care of it, and ſer 
to do him juſtice: My Lord further aſſured him of the 
friendſhip that the King his Maſter deſired to preſerve wit 
the Grand Sei gnior; and therefore deſiring to honour him 
hath ſent him fs firſt Ambaſſador to ſalute him, before he hac 
appointed or defigned any for the Chriſtian Princes: To whict 
the YVizer proudly replied, that that was but reaſon, ſince-the 
Grand Seignior was an Emperour and they but Kings, and he 
the greateſt & moſt Soveraign Potentate of the world. He fu 
ther told him, that being now come upon a buſineſs of Ce 

| mony and Complement, he could not inſiſt upon much buſineſ 

= | whereby to over burthen him with a tedious ' diſcourſe, bu 
ſhould referre that to be intimated to him by his Drupe 
at ſome other convenient time of Treaty and diſcourſe,” Thi 
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5 ia paſſed, two bowls of Sherbet were brought forth, which- 
| hems 4a to another, but not the Turks. This being done, 


the Engliſh preſent was brought forth and laid before the Vi- 
Ser, conſiſting of twenty Veſts, four of them being of fine 
Engliſh cloth of ſeveral colours, four Velvet, of ſeveral flow. 
Stuffs of gold and filyer four, of watered Tabbics four, of 
ſeveral Sattins worked gaudy and gay after the Turkiſh faſhi- 
on. In recompence we received thanks, and my Lord himſelf 
wich Sir Thomas Bend iſb, and fix of thoſe that attended were 
veſted ; which veſts had nothing of value more, then that they 
came from the Vier, as uſual Liveries and Badges of their 
favours. After this my Lord departed , wearing this paint. 
ed veſt untill he came without the gates of the Pallace, and then 
delivered it to the hands of his Page, and ſo likewiſe did thoſe 
that followed him to their Servants; and thus in the ſame 
manner returned back again to his houſe at Pera, with an a 
pearance of fair correſpondencie of a maintainance of the 
_— Capitulations, with an amendment of the afore paſſed: 
abules. g | 1 
On the 26. Feb. ny Lord had audience of the Gr. Seignior, 
which was purpoſely Tacrred until that day of payment of the 


Janixaries, that ſo the Ambaſſadour might ſee more than an 


uſual ſolemnity, and make a good report in his own Countrey 
of the glory and magnificence of the Ottoman Emperours, We 
being attended as formerly when he had audience of the Viæier, 
he departed from his houſe upon the firſt break of day, and ha- 
ving paſſed the water, was on ( vnſtantinopie fide wet by the 
Chouſe Bafſaw and his — ——— 1 5 $ Alps. 
Seragtio, where being entred, and ridi the firſt ſpa- 
805 0 Court we alighted from our — ind walked: through 
another Court untill we came to the Divan, where at the _— 
end was placed the Grand Vir ier, on his right hand were five 
other Nix iert, of which the Captain Baſhaw was one, on his 
left hand were the two Judges or Chief Juſtices, one of which 
worea- great Turbant of green, being of the family and kin- 
dred of the Prophet; near to placed the Toftardar, 


or 


Treaſurers. The floor of the Divan was ſpread: with Garpets, 
and on them a rich — bags of money to pay the Soul- 
diery, there being in all an hundred and fifty heaps, every one 
of which conſiſted of ten purſes, and every purſe five hun- 
dred dollers, ſo that the ſumme by: computation: amounted to 
an hundred and fifty thouland pounds. Being come to the door 
of the Divan, none were admitted in beſides my Lord, Sir 
Thomas Bendiſh, and about fix or ſeven more; being entred, 
Sir Thomas Bendiſh and my Lord approched towards the Vi- 
ier, others remaining at the lower end of the room; where 
for them were ſet two ſmall red Velvet Stools, on which bein 
ſer, there paſſed ſome diſcourſe of kindneſſe and civility,which . 
being done, they retired to another part of the room: In the 
mean while the payment of the Souldiers went forward; eve- 
ry Colonel and _— recciving the pay of his Regiment 
and company, which having done, one of them came 
up to the Y7z:er and kiſſed the hemme of his veſt on his knees, 
and ſo retired with great humility, making haſte away from 
him, paſſing with one fide towards him, ſo as not to turn his 


back: The payment being over, three ſmall Tables were 


_ in (the Grand wzzer retiring by reaſon of his indi- 
ſpoſition of body) on which were ſet a large capacious Volder 
for a Tableʒ that on which they dined being of ſilver oat other 
of mixed metal: Being ſer at theſe Tables, their meat was ſerved 
in one diſh aftet another, where they had no knives laid for 
them to cut: for ſuppoſing the ſharpneſs of their ſtomacks would 
make amends for the want of knives; they fell too after the 
Turkiſh faſhionrand tore it in pieces; but ſcarce was any diſn 


upon the table, ſometimes almoſt before they had taſted it, but 


immediately. was, ſnatched off, and another. ſet in his plate 3 
having thus ſuperficially provect every diſh, of which · chere was 
about two Courſes, the Table was taken away, and the Chouſe 
Baſhaw adviſed them to acompany him, where they ſhould re- 
ceive the Honour of the Grand Sei gniars Veſts, according to 


the uſual cuiſtome upon like occaſions; Eighteen Veſts were be- 


ſtowed, 


(8) — 
or Lord Treafurer, with three other Baſhaws, being under 
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88 8. OOH 
.Rowed, and one more above the number, as a mark of more 
honour and favour : 'Whileſt this was doing, the preſent made 
to the Grand Seigmor by the _ Company was diſplayed 
in open Court, conſiſting of fifty Veſts, ten = of Velyet, 
ten of Sattin, ten of Cloth of Gold, ten of Tabbies, ten of 
fine Engliſh cloth; every one of which Veſts was held by a ſe- 
veral perſon, ſo that fifty men were rancked in order for the 
better appearance, and four Engliſh Maſtiffs were — — 
as an addition to the Preſent, In this Court were alſo drawn 
up the whole body of the Janizaries that were then paid, con- 
fiſting of five thouſand men, amongſt whom there was that 


filence, that not one whiſper or noiſe, or the leaſt motion was 


underſtood : And as the Janizaries Aga and other Com- 
mandeis paſſed, the bowing and ſalutations that they made 
were alſo regular at the ſame time, as may well teſtifie the ex- 
actneſſe of the Diſcipline and > dmirable obedience, which 


hath been the ſole cauſe of their Conqueſt and enlargement of 


their Empire, Being thus veſted, and the Grand Vir ier gone 
into the preſence of the Grand Seignior, to whom we bowed 
as he paſſed, two Cappagee Bafhaws with Silver ſta ves con- 
ducted him to the Audience, none being permitted to follow 
him, but Sir Thomas Bendiſh, his Brother the Drugerman, the 
Captain of the Ship, the Treaſurer, and his Secretary, who car- 
ried the Cloth of Gold bagg, in which were the Kings Letters. 
The Gate we firſt entred was ſet vvide open, vvithin it vvas 
pa ved vvith vvhite Marble, vyhere attended ſome fourty Eu- 
nuchs, all - clothed vvith divers Colours of filk and Sattin 
Veſts, coming near the Preſence door, vve made a ſtand in the 


Porch , vvhere runnes a pleaſant Fountain of vvater, and 


trode very ſoftly, fo as not to difturb vvith the leaſt motion 
that great Majeſty, yyhere vvas fo profound a ſilence, that no- 
thing vvas heard more than the murmuring of the Fountain: 
Juſt at the Entrance hung a Ball of gold ſtudded vvith Dia- 
monds and precious ſtones, and about it great Chains of rich 
Peail, The Chamber vyhere the Grant Seigmior ſate, vvas 
covered vvith a Carpet of Crimſon 2 and embroidered 

* | 3 vvith 


0 (ro) 
with Gdld vvire; and ſo likevviſe vvas an open Gallery be: 
fore the Entrance, through vvhich vve firſt paſſed, and many 
of them beſet vvith ſmall ſeed· pearl. The Grand: Seiputdy 
himſelf ſate in a Throne raifed a ſmall heighth from the 
ground, ſupported vvich four pillars plated vvith Gold, from 
the top hung great Balls of maſſie and vyeighty Gold: The 
Cuſhions he ſate upon, and thoſe alſo that lay by, and the 
Carpets ſpread upon the Throne were all beſet — 4 
on his Right hand ſtood the Grand Fixier, the tyyo Cappagee 
Baſha vvs took him by each hand an- brought him into the 
Preſence, about the middle of the room, laying their hands 
upon his head, made him bovv untill he had almoſt touched 
the Carpets vvith his fore-head, and then raiſing him again, 
they retired vvith him backvvard unto the furtheſt: part of the 
room; in like manner they did unto the reſt of his company. 
The Kings Letters being preſented, ay vvere appointed to be 
carried to the Lord Chancellour, and the Drugerman by his 
order in the Turkiſh Language, read in his Paper to this ef- 
fect. Pirſt declaring: hovy the King of England vvas reſto- 
red again vvithout War or any Conditions, and the t 
Clemency of the King in pardoning all, but ſuch as had a fand 
in the murther of his Father. Secondly, to recommend to his 
Majeſty the continuance. of his proteCtion to our Merchants. 
Thirdly, to beg all Engliſh ſla ves, as a Teſtimony of his Maje- 
ſties gracious acceptance of him. The Ceremonies beiſſg over, 
and the paper read, vve immediately retired ayvay ; and ſo paſ- 
ſing along by the Janizaries unto our horſes, and g mount. 
ed, vve ſtood out of the yyay to ſee thoſe Souldiers march by 
us, vvhich indeed ſeemed a very flouriſhing Militia or young 
men, ſtrong and vvell cloathed; about tvvo or three thou! 
firſt marched vvith baggs of money upon their ſhoulders, after- 
vvards follovved about as many more running vvith much haſte 
after the money, next follovved their C ers vvell 
mounted, vvith bra ve feathers of a yard high upon their heads; 
next folloyyed the Chouſes and their Commanders, vvith ſeve- 
ral Baſhayys of great quality, Laſt of all the Grand N ara 
V a 
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ho bei gone, my Lord and his attendance proceeded for- 
mY [mad to his houſe, It is obſervable, that 

there vvere admitted to eat in the Divan many of his Retinue, 

vrhich never before vas admitted, onely for the tyyo Ambaſ. 

ſadours; and alſo that none had acceſs to the preſence of the 


» # 
3 


Grand Seignior, nt onely thetyyo Ambaſſadours and the = | 
Drugerman: 'Tis obſervable, that the diſhes in vvhich the = : | 
meat vvas ſeryed up vvere of a greeniſh colour, made of earth | —+* 
very ordinary to the eye, yet ſuch as Coſt the Grand Seignior 2 ; 


an hundred and fifty dollers apiece , brought from Chyna; 
vvhoſe virtue is ſuch, that as ſoon as any poyſon comes into 
them they break immediately, and therefore the moſt neceſſary 
for the ſecurity of the Emperour, 
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